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Favorite Start Atlases 
from before the Digital Age

MAG 5 STAR ATLAS MAG 6 STAR ATLAS TIRION STAR ATLAS 2000



Edmund Mag 5 Star Atlas

The Edmund Mag 5 Star Atlas is an easy-to-use guide to 
the night sky lists all stars to magnitude 5.0 down to 60°
south declination. Chart scale is 1/8" per degree -
perfect for measuring eyepiece field with an ordinary 
ruler. Includes lists of celestial objects, constellation 
index, Moon map, sinusoidal projection maps and star 
lists. Recommended for both the amateur and 
experienced astronomer. Softcover, 35 pages.



Sam Brown’s All About Telescopes

All About Telescopes has been called "the amateur 
astronomer's bible," our classic 200-page book is a 
highly-illustrated and easy-to-understand guide. 
Contents include: Getting Acquainted with the 
Telescope; Observing the Sky Show; Photography with 
your Telescope; Mirror Grinding and Testing; Telescopes 
you can Build; Telescope Mounts; Collimation and 
Adjustments; Telescope Optics.



Edmund’s Mag 6 Star Atlas - 1982
by Terrence Dickinson

Edmund Mag 6 Star Atlas is a practical sky guide, 
covering all aspects of amateur astronomy, 
specifically designed for the serious star-gazer. 
This comprehensive book contains detailed data 
on more than 1,000 celestial objects including 
multiple stars, variable stars, nebulae and galaxies. 
Superbly detailed star charts accurately identify all 
stars to magnitude 6.2 and hundreds of fainter 
objects. Richly illustrated with dozens of photos, 
diagrams & tables. 66 pages.

Amazon.com 



Tirion Sky Atlas 2000.0 2nd Edition

The long-awaited second edition of Wil Tirion's superb Sky Atlas 
2000.0 offers 43,000 additional stars, with all positions now 
derived from the Hipparcos database. The Atlas opens out to 
reveal 28 charts, each one 500 mm wide and 380 mm deep (20 
by 15 inches). This large format allows the stars, nebulas and 
galaxies to be displayed with unrivalled clarity. For this edition 
improved isophotal maps are used for the Milky Way, and extra 
charts for crowded areas of the sky have been added. Within the 
constellations, Flamsteed numbers identify the brighter stars by 
name, while NGC and Messier numbers are used for non-stellar 
objects. Colour coding and size graduation is used to visually 
convey the maximum information on star types and brightnesses. 
This atlas is an indispensable aid for all users of astronomical 
telescopes. Copublished with Sky Publishing Corporation.



Tirion Sky Atlas 2000.0 2nd Edition

• 81,312 stars, 
• 28 charts, 500 mm wide and 

380 mm deep (20 by 15 inches).
• Large format allows the stars, 

nebulas and galaxies to be 
displayed with unrivalled clarity. 

• Improved isophotal maps are 
used for the Milky Way, and 
extra charts for crowded areas 
of the sky 

• Flamsteed numbers identify the 
brighter stars by name, while 
NGC and Messier numbers are 
used for non-stellar objects.



The Stars by H.A. Rey

Since it was first published in 1952, this book has been the 
go-to guide to the stars for beginners and experts alike. 
With clear, readable text, easy-to-follow diagrams, and a 
sprinkling of H. A. Rey’s irrepressible humor, The Stars gives 
sparkle to the constellations and make the mechanics of 
the universe intelligible to even the novice astronomer. This 
updated version includes revised facts and figures for 
planets and new scientific detail, as well as an online planet 
locator. (hmhbooks.com/constellations) to help find the 
exact positions of all the planets through 2100.



Mag 5 vs. H.A. Rey

• Mag 5 Out of Print
• H.A. Rey widely available
• Different outlines
• It’s your choice

But I made a PDF of 
my copy of the Mag 5 
Star atlas that you can 
download for free 
from the ObSIG page 
on the TAS website.



H.A. Rey vs. Mag 5



Observing the Messier List



The Messier List



Observing Form

• 10 Objects per page
• Print as many copies as you 

need
• A new page per session
• Upon completion, submit to 

TAS Observing Coordinator to 
get your certificate and Pin

• Observations made with 
binoculars or telescope count

• HINT: Find it first with 
binoculars. Then find it with 
your telescope.  Counds as two 
observations of same object



AL Book: Observing the Messier Objects



Astronomer’s Messier Journal

• 8.5x11 inch soft cover, 
spiral-bound book

• 55 log pages containing 2 
of the 110 objects on the 
Messier List on each page. 
The Messier objects are 
listed in order by number.

• Each listing is already filled 
in with the essential 
information on each object

http://www.astromax.com/aj/aj-messier.htm



CLEAR SKIES AND 
GOOD OBSERVING

Ed Flaspoehler


